Role of monsoon lessens with swelling granaries
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T is a truism that the
I monsoon remains criti-

cal to the country’s agri-
cultural output. However,
successive years of bumper
rice and wheat production
leadingtohugestocks,anim-
provement in irrigation fa-
cilities and a thrust on horti-
cultural crops mean that in
the event of deficient rain-
fall, the impact on grain sup-
plieswill be moderate.
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poration of India (FCI) held
an all-time record of over 82
million tonnes (mt) of grain
(mostlyriceand wheat). This
is well over the combined
buffer stock and strategic re-
servenornisof 31.9mt.

“The monsoon rain does

impactsagricultural activi-
ties, particularly in the
rain-fed regions of the
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(mt) from the previous year's
record output of
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government was a better
winter or rabi output.
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Rabi crops such as wheat
and coarse cereals, maize,
and oilseeds such as soy-
abean, groundnut and mus-
tard, which contribute more
than half of the total agri-
cultural output, are grown
mostly in irrigated regions
such as Punjab, Haryana,
western Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh. This is
one reason that even during
the rain-deficient 2009-10
season, wheat production
didnotdecline.

States, too, have been
pitching in. During 2009-10,
the state governments —
particularly the states in
northern and northeastern
region - initiated early sow-
ing of rabi crops to better
utilise the residual mois-
ture in the soil.
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